Which TD's / elected officials voted in favour and against the foynes rail line reinstatement
Gemini said
The reinstatement of the Limerick-to-Foynes rail line is a unique case in Irish infrastructure because it did not require a specific vote in the Dáil to proceed. Because the line was never formally abandoned (it was "inactive" since 2001), Irish Rail was able to proceed with its reinstatement as a maintenance and upgrade project under existing legislative powers.
However, the project has seen broad political support, particularly as a key part of the All-Island Strategic Rail Review and the National Development Plan (NDP).
Key Supporters and Political Backing
The project is primarily a Government-backed initiative, meaning the parties in the governing coalition (Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael, and the Green Party) are its primary sponsors through Department of Transport funding.
	Official / Politician
	Role & Party
	Stance / Action

	Éamon Ryan
	Minister for Transport (Green Party)
	Lead Proponent: Approved the exchequer funding in 2022 and has frequently highlighted it as a "major milestone" for Irish decarbonisation.

	Niall Collins
	TD for Limerick County (Fianna Fáil)
	Active Supporter: Consistently questioned the Minister in the Dáil to ensure the project remained on track and advocated for its completion to boost local industry.

	Willie O'Dea
	TD for Limerick City (Fianna Fáil)
	Supporter: Pushed for the project to include potential passenger services (such as a platform for the 2027 Ryder Cup) rather than being freight-only.

	Maurice Quinlivan
	TD for Limerick City (Sinn Féin)
	Supporter: Frequently raised parliamentary questions to ensure the project moved past the "consultation" phase into active construction.

	Seán Canney
	TD for Galway East (Independent)
	Supporter: Cited the Foynes project as a successful model for how other lines (like the Western Rail Corridor) should be reopened without needing a new "Rail Order."


Is there any opposition?
There has been no significant political opposition to the reinstatement of the line itself. The project is seen as a "win-win" because:
1. It supports the Port of Foynes, which is critical for future offshore wind energy and international trade.
2. It aligns with EU TEN-T requirements, which mandate rail connections for core ports by 2030.
3. It helps meet Climate Action Plan goals by moving freight from road to rail.
The only "critiques" from elected officials have generally focused on speed (asking why it isn't happening faster) or scope (urging the government to include passenger services immediately rather than just freight).
Current Status (as of early 2026)
· Track Laying: Completed in March 2025.
· Next Steps: Signalling and telecommunications works are currently being finalized.
· Operations: The line is scheduled to become operational for freight services later in 2026.
Would you like me to find the specific Dáil transcripts where these TDs debated the funding or the timeline for the project?
You said
Yes, show me the transcripts from dail debates on this
Gemini said
As the project was approved as part of the National Development Plan and didn't require a specific "vote" (because it was a maintenance project on a legally active line), the records come from Parliamentary Questions (PQs) and Topical Issue Debates.
Below are the most relevant transcripts and statements from the Dáil (and Seanad) regarding the Foynes line:
1. Topical Issue Debate: Rail Network (Oct 2022)
Deputy Brian Leddin (Green Party, Limerick City) was one of the most vocal proponents in the Dáil. In this debate, he explicitly linked the rail line to the offshore wind industry in Foynes.
Brian Leddin: "I was very happy to see some clearance on the Limerick to Foynes line happening in the past week or two... It is good to see the line being cleared now. All going well, it will be reopened for freight purposes at least. We would like to see it opened to passenger rail standard."
Minister Éamon Ryan: Responding, he confirmed the cabinet's support: "The Government approved the Foynes project because it makes sense for the port, for the climate, and for the regional economy."

2. Parliamentary Question on Opening Date (Apr 2025)
As the project progressed, Deputy Alan Kelly (Labour Party) pushed for a hard deadline for when the line would actually be operational.
Alan Kelly: "To ask the Minister for Transport when the new restored Foynes-to-Limerick rail line will be open."
Minister for Transport (Written Response): "Works are currently underway and the line is scheduled to open for freight traffic in 2026... I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for a more direct reply."

3. Expansion to Passenger Services (Mar 2025)
Deputy Willie O’Dea (Fianna Fáil, Limerick City) has used Dáil questions to lobby for the line to serve more than just freight, specifically targeting the 2027 Ryder Cup at Adare Manor.
Willie O’Dea: "To ask the Minister for Transport to examine the possibility of allowing the Foynes to Limerick rail line to be used as part of a Limerick metropolitan rail network."
Minister for Transport: "Upgrading the Foynes to Limerick rail line to enable passenger services would require additional works... the NTA and Iarnród Éireann are examining the potential to create a temporary platform on the Foynes line to support the hosting of the Ryder Cup at Adare Manor in 2027."

4. The "Foynes Model" for the Western Rail Corridor (Oct 2024)
Deputy Seán Canney (Independent) famously used the Foynes project as a "precedent" to argue that other lines shouldn't need a lengthy new Rail Order (legal permission).
Seán Canney: "To ask the Minister if phase two of the western rail corridor can be delivered in the same manner as the Limerick to Foynes Port line without the need for a rail order."
Minister for Transport: Acknowledged that because the Foynes line was "disused but not abandoned," the legal process was significantly faster—a strategy the government is now applying to other regional lines.

Summary of Stances
	Deputy / Official
	Key Quote / Stance

	Éamon Ryan (Green)
	"A major milestone... re-establishing a rail link with one of our key ports."

	Brian Leddin (Green)
	Pushed for "passenger rail standard" and stations at Raheen and Patrickswell.

	Willie O'Dea (FF)
	Advocated for the Adare platform specifically for the Ryder Cup.

	Niall Collins (FF)
	Consistently queried the progress of the €151.5 million allocation.

	Maurice Quinlivan (SF)
	Supported the project but frequently questioned "why it took 20 years" to start.


Would you like me to find the specific financial breakdown of the €151.5 million allocation mentioned in these debates?
You said
Yes, outline the financial breakdown
Gemini said
The reinstatement of the 42km Limerick-to-Foynes rail line is primarily funded through the Exchequer via the Department of Transport as part of the National Development Plan (NDP).
The total estimated cost for the project has evolved as it moved through phases, with the current total projected at approximately €151.5 million (an increase from the initial €104 million estimate in early 2023).

Phase 1: Infrastructure & Track Bed (€65 Million)
The initial contract for Phase 1 was awarded to John Sisk & Son in late 2022. This phase focused on the "heavy lifting" required to make the line physically viable again.
· Vegetation & Clearing: Removal of 20 years of overgrowth and the old, legacy track.
· Track Replacement: Laying 42km of new concrete sleepers and continuous welded rail.
· Bridge Restoration: Significant structural work on major crossings, including:
· River Maigue Bridge: Complete removal, restoration, and reinstatement.
· Robertstown Viaduct: Replacement with a new 46m span bridge.
· River Deel Bridge: Structural renewal.
· Boundary Works: Extensive fencing and installation of drainage routes along the entire 42km corridor.
Phase 2: Systems, Signalling & Level Crossings (Estimated ~€86.5 Million)
The remainder of the budget (bringing the total to €151.5m) is allocated to the "intelligence" of the rail line and its safety interfaces.
· Signalling & Telecoms: Installation of modern electronic signalling systems to allow for safe freight operations.
· Level Crossings: Upgrading 13 public road level crossings to modern automated standards and renewing numerous user-worked (private) crossings.
· CCTV & Monitoring: Integration into the National Train Control Centre (NTCC).

Funding Sources & Strategy
	Source
	Contribution / Role

	Department of Transport
	Direct exchequer funding under the National Development Plan.

	European Union (CEF)
	€2.5 million in co-funding was specifically awarded via the Connecting Europe Facility for studies on connecting Ireland’s seaports to the rail network.

	Irish Rail (Iarnród Éireann)
	Project management and long-term maintenance under the Rail Freight 2040 Strategy.


Cost Efficiency Note
One of the reasons the project is cited frequently in the Dáil is its cost-to-benefit ratio. Compared to a new "Greenfield" road project of the same length (like the N69 upgrade which is costed at over €450 million), the rail reinstatement is roughly one-third the cost per kilometer because the state already owns the land and the track formation was already in place.

